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INTRODUCTION 

A  Record  of  Decision  for  the  Final  North  Dakota 
Grazing  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (NDGEIS) 
and  Rangeland  Program  Summary  (RPS)  was  issued 
in  March  of  1 985.  The  decisions  covered  by  NDGEIS 
were  carried  forward  in  the  North  Dakota  Resource 
Management  Plan  dated  July  1988. 

The  RPS  document  summarizes  the  grazing  decisions 
specified  in  the  NDGEIS.  Periodically,  an  RPS  up- 
date and  progress  report  will  be  published  and  sent  to 
the  affected  parties.  This  is  the  first  update. 


CURRENT  ISSUES 

Land  exchange  is  the  leading  issue  affecting  range 
users  in  the  Dickinson  District.  As  a  consequence  of 
future  land  sales  or  exchanges,  as  many  as  50  lessees 
may  have  their  grazing  lease  canceled  in  whole  or  in 
part.  Lessees  will  be  notified  by  certified  mail  in 
advance  of  any  land  sales.  Grazing  lessees  and  adjoin- 
ing landowners  will  receive  preference  in  the  sale 
process.  For  more  detail  see  Table  2. 


SUMMARY  OF 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

1.  Livestock  Use  —  Livestock  grazing  use  contin- 
ues at  the  preference  level  for  most  grazing  allot- 
ments. In  dry  years  when  forage  production  is 
low  and  feed  is  short,  Allotment  Management 
Plan  (AMP)  operators  have  agreed  to  take  partial 
nonuse. 

2.  Management  Category  Changes  —  The  categori- 
zation for  the  Kid  Creek  allotment  was  changed 
from  "C"  to  "I".  This  allotment  is  now  covered  by 
a  Habitat  Management  Plan  (HMP)  and  an  AMP 
with  emphasis  on  riparian  improvement.  We  pro- 
pose to  change  the  management  category  on  the 
Carus,  Fenton,  and  Box  Elder  allotments.  These 
allotments  are  inside  the  Lost  Bridge  Big  Horn 
Sheep  HMP  Area.  A  bighorn  sheep  release  was 
made  on  the  Fenton  allotment  last  fall  (November 
1992).    The  Carus  Allotment  is  involved  in  an 


SCS  Great  Plains  Contract,  which  includes  an 
AMP  as  a  part  of  the  contract.  The  Box  Elder 
Allotment  includes  over  2.5  miles  of  Little  Mis- 
souri River  bottom  that  is  now  managed  for  ripar- 
ian improvement. 

Weed  Control  —  The  spread  of  Leafy  spurge  is 
one  of  our  greatest  concerns  within  the  District 
and  is  found  on  most  of  the  lands  we  administer  in 
McHenry  County.  We  presently  have  negotiated 
arrangements  with  grazing  lessees  whereby  the 
BLM  supplies  the  herbicide  and  they  agree  to 
apply  it.  This  year,  we  supplied  lessees  with  five 
gallons  of  Tordon  and  one  gallon  of  2,4-D.  These 
applications  have  kept  the  spread  of  Leafy  spurge 
to  a  minimum. 

In  July  of  1989,  the  BLM  and  the  Agricultural 
Research  Service  (ARS)  established  a  Leafy 
spurge  research  plot  south  of  Denbigh,  North 
Dakota.  The  study  is  designed  to  evaluate  the 
control  of  spurge  through  the  use  of  a  natural 
enemy,  the  Flea  Beetle. 

The  initial  release  during  1989  consisted  of  300 
adult  (Aphthona  nigriscutis)  insects.  In  1990,  an 
additional  500  insects  (A.  nigriscutis)  were  re- 
leased at  the  Denbigh  site  and  500  insects  were 
released  at  a  new  location  referred  to  as  the 
Follman  site.  Both  sites  have  sizeable  popula- 
tions of  the  insects  and  the  effects  on  the  spurge  is 
quite  apparent,  with  decreased  plant  vigor  and  a 
decrease  in  the  number  of  plants.  This  summer, 
we  released  900  adult  "Copper  spurge"  Flea 
Beetles  (A.flava)  near  the  Follman  site.  When 
these  populations  become  fully  established  and 
ARS  has  completed  their  studies,  the  sites  will  be 
used  as  a  source  for  future  beetle  introductions. 
The  McHenry  County  Weed  Board  has  been 
supportive  and  contributed  to  this  effort.  The 
Weed  Board  provided  the  insects  released  in  1 990 
and  furnished  labor  on  the  Denbigh  enclosure 
fence. 

Sheep  grazing  is  being  used  to  help  control  spurge 
on  the  Eaton  allotment,  which  is  contiguous  with 
the  Denbigh  site.  After  the  first  season  of  sheep 
grazing,  we  have  seen  positive  results,  namely 
spurge  plants  showing  less  vigor  and  lower  den- 
sity. 


4.  Change  in  Preference  —  The  Dragseth  allotment 
is  the  only  allotment  in  which  the  NDGEIS  called 
for  a  reduction  in  carrying  capacity  which  has 
been  made  necessary  because  of  the  construction 
of  a  Ducks  Unlimited  project.  The  authorized  use 
for  this  allotment  was  reduced  from  40  AUMs 
down  to  25  AUMs.  The  operator's  grazing  pref- 
erence was  reduced  by  mutual  agreement.  The 
remaining  preference  will  be  canceled  if  the  fol- 
lowing request  is  approved. 

All  BLM  administered  lands  within  the  Dragseth 
allotment  are  included  in  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wild- 
life withdrawal  application.  This  application, 
which  if  approved,  will  transfer  surface  manage- 
ment responsibilities  to  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service. 

5.  Land  Exchange  —  The  Dickinson  Districts  land 
pattern  adjustment  program  is  beginning  to  show 
positive  results.  BLM  has  been  able  to  improve 
its  land  ownership  pattern  in  3  allotments  while 
disposing  of  15  unmanageable  allotments.  The 
federal  tracts  that  were  sold  consisted  of  isolated 
40  and  80-acre  tracts  of  little  use  to  the  general 
public.  In  the  three  land  exchanges  recently 
carried  to  completion,  we  acquired  lands  with 
important  riparian  habitat.  All  three  had  frontage 
on  the  Little  Missouri  River. 

During  the  next  two  years,  grazing  leases  for 
more  than  50  allotments  could  be  affected  by  the 
land  exchange  program  (see  Table  2). 


6.  Range  Improvement  Program  —  We  continue  to 
direct  our  efforts  and  funding  to  AMP  allotments 
and  weed  control.  Presently,  we  have  six  AMP 
allotments,  either  operational  or  in  the  develop- 
mental stage.  For  more  detail,  see  Table  4.  In 
1993,  we  are  planning  to  construct  two  division 
fences  on  the  Kid  Creek  allotment.  When  this  is 
complete,  all  AMPs  will  be  fully  operational. 

7.  Monitoring  —  Resource  specialists  continue  to 
collect  actual  use,  utilization,  climate,  condition, 
and  trend  data.  Most  of  the  studies  are  located  on 
AMP  allotments  in  the  Big  Gumbo  Management 
Area  and  are  keyed  to  management  objectives  for 
each  allotment.  The  Districts  three  "M"  category 
allotments  are  presently  in  late  serai  condition, 
and  the  trend  is  static.  The  two  "I"  allotments 
have  riparian  areas  that  are  in  early  to  mid  serai 
condition  while  upland  areas  are  in  mid  to  late 
serai  condition.  The  proposed  changes  in  live- 
stock grazing  will  improve  these  riparian  areas. 

Interested  parties  or  those  that  may  be  affected  by  the 
proposals  and  who  wish  to  receive  a  copy  of  specific 
proposals,  decisions,  and  related  environmental  analy- 
sis documents  should  request  the  information  in  writ- 
ing, specifying  the  allotment  name  and  number.  The 
request  must  be  post-marked  no  later  than  30  days 
from  the  release  date  shown  on  this  document.  Protest 
and  appeal  provision  of  43  CFR  4160  will  apply. 


TABLE  1 
CURRENT  LIST  OF  OPERATORS  AND  ALLOTMENTS 

(1992) 


Allotment 

Operator 

Operator  Name 

Number 

Acres 

AUMs 

Number 

ANDERSON,  HARRY 

10589 

471 

158 

253153 

APPLEDOORN,  BERNEL  C. 

00624 

305 

26 

253188 

AUSTBY,  GENE 

20663 

1708 

334 

253227 

BERGER,  HAROLD 

10591 

80 

26 

253155 

BEST,  GERALD 

10592 

80 

32 

253156 

BICE,  HELEN  &  DENNIS 

20691 

161 

11 

253251 

BIERI,  ALAN 

00593 

40 

16 

253157 

BJORGEN,  WADE 

10594 

40 

10 

253158 

BOHRER,  WAYNE 

10588 

80 

20 

253152 

BOYCE,  FRANCIS  L. 

10639 

280 

93 

253203 

BRADAC,  HENRY  R. 

10595 

160 

53 

253159 

BRADAC,  SCOTT 

10671 

80 

12 

253235 

BRANDVIK,  MORRIS 

20673 

160 

10 

253237 

BRUESCH,  DARLYN  R. 

10596 

79 

16 

253160 

BUCHHOLZ,  NEIL 

10597 

280 

22 

253161 

BURR,  RICHARD  L 

10599 

40 

10 

253163 

CARUS,  ALWIN 

20602 

252 

44 

253166 

CARUS,  ELIZABETH  M. 

20601 

2320 

464 

253165 

CENAR,  DAVID 

20644 

80 

20 

253208 

COATES,  LYLE 

20603 

4(3 

13 

253167 

CREVIER,  CLARENCE 

20678 

40 

8 

253242 

DAVE  KULEZYK 

20692 

253252 

DOLEZAL,  DALE 

20665 

80 

21 

253258 

DOLEZAL,  SHANE  L. 

20665 

80 

21 

253259 

DOUBLE  DIAMOND  RANCH 

20661 

389 

100 

253225 

DRAGSETH,  RICHARD 

20605 

320 

25 

253169 

DUKART,  VALENTINE 

20665 

80 

21 

253257 

EATON,  JONATHON  C. 

00576 

160 

54 

253150 

EDWARDS,  HUGH  K. 

20606 

278 

86 

253170 

EKRE,  ALAN 

20654 

40 

12 

253218 

ENANDER,  RUBEN  L 

20609 

40 

13 

253173 

ERICKSON,  JOEL 

10620 

120 

32 

253184 

ERICKSON,  LELAND 

20611 

120 

11 

253175 

EVANS,  FRED  W. 

10675 

40 

16 

253239 

FENTON,  GEORGE  F. 

10657 

3361 

437 

253221 

FOSSUM,  CHUCK 

10641 

160 

24 

253205 

GORDER,  RAYMOND 

20682 

40 

4 

253246 

GRIGGS,  OSCAR 

20615 

116 

38 

253179 

HALL  BROS. 

20616 

1610 

328 

253180 

HANSON,  WINFRED 

20618 

120 

30 

253182 

HARTMAN,  CONDON 

10666 

39 

12 

253230 

HEGGE,  GEORGE  L 

20659 

316 

56 

253223 

HELLICKSON,  ERNEST 

10670 

320 

80 

253234 

HERMAN,  RONALD 

20647 

40 

13 

25321 1 

HIGGINS,  PATRICIA 

10619 

18 

6 

253183 

HOVDEN,  EDGAR 

20665 

80 

21 

253229 

HUSO,  FRANCES  L. 

10621 

40 

20 

2531 85 

JEFFLEMER 

20672 

30 

15 

253236 

JOHNSON,  CODY 

10590 

8072 

1629 

253154 

TABLE  1  (continued) 
CURRENT  LIST  OF  OPERATORS  AND  ALLOTMENTS 

(1992) 


Allotment 

Operator 

Operator  Name 

Number 

Acres 

AUMs 

Number 

JOHNSON,  DARRELL 

20614 

5125 

1092 

253178 

JORGENSON,  EINAR 

10623 

626 

79 

253187 

KRIEGER,  E.S. 

10625 

40 

14 

253189 

KVAMME,  GORDON  E. 

20662 

16 

7 

253226 

LARKIN,  GERALD 

10627 

240 

34 

253191 

LESMEISTER,  SYLVINUS 

10630 

40 

13 

253194 

MARMON,  CLIFFORD 

20632 

80 

27 

253196 

MARTIN,  ARTHUR 

20646 

80 

14 

253210 

MCGEE,  IVAN  &  ROBERT 

20633 

1155 

177 

253197 

MCKENZIE  CO  GRAZING 

10676 

558 

82 

253240 

MEDORA  GRAZING  ASSN 

10634 

640 

183 

253198 

MEYER,  DARRELL 

10635 

3908 

712 

253199 

MILLER,  MELVIN 

10642 

440 

108 

253206 

MILLER,  VERNON 

20638 

1200 

100 

253202 

MILLER,  WAYNE 

20636 

91 

27 

253200 

MONTE  EGELAND,  RES. 

20608 

198 

20 

253172 

MORLOC,  HAROLD 

10640 

40 

10 

253204 

NELSON,  BERNARD 

20610 

640 

39 

253174 

NELSON,  LOREN  D. 

20600 

231 

47 

253164 

OLSON,  MRS.  GORDON  L. 

20643 

1737 

316 

253207 

PELTON,  LESLIE  MRS. 

20645 

673 

44 

253209 

SCHMIDT,  TIM 

10693 

40 

14 

253253 

STAIR,  JOE  M. 

20648 

80 

23 

253212 

STEARNS,  KELLY  G. 

10631 

1310 

318 

253195 

STROKLAND,  JERALD 

20617 

40 

12 

253181 

SWANKE,  ROBERT 

20650 

1886 

190 

253214 

SWANKE,  WILLARD 

20649 

120 

10 

253213 

THOM,  ROBERT  C. 

20677 

80 

20 

253241 

THRONSON,  ORVILLE 

10658 

40 

8 

253222 

TURBIVILLE,  LARRY 

20651 

8955 

1290 

253215 

WARD  I.  WING 

20695 

40 

20 

253256 

WERRE,  JOEL  F. 

10694 

161 

27 

253254 

TOTAL 

79 

53675 

9694 

79 

TABLE  2 
OPERATORS  AND  ALLOTMENTS  AFFECTED  BY  LAND  EXCHANGES 


Operator  Name 


Allotment  Number 


Acres 


AUMs 


ANDERSON,  HARRY 

APPLEDOORN,  BERNEL  C. 
BERGER,  HAROLD 
BEST,  GERALD 
BIERI,  ALAN 
BJORGEN,  WADE 
BOHRER,  WAYNE 
BOYCE,  FRANCIS  L. 
BRADAC,  SCOTT 
BURR,  RICHARD  L 
CENAR,  DAVID 
CREVIER,  CLARENCE 
DOLEZAL,  DALE 
DOLEZAL,  SHANE  L 
DOUBLE  DIAMOND  RANCH 
DRAGSETH,  RICHARD 
DUKART,  VALENTINE 
EDWARDS,  HUGH  K. 
EKRE,  ALAN 
ENANDER,  RUBEN  L 
ERICKSON,  JOEL 
ERICKSON,  LELAND 
EVANS,  FRED  W. 
FOSSUM,  CHUCK 
GORDER,  RAYMOND 
GRIGGS,  OSCAR 
HALL  BROS. 
HARTMAN,  CONDON 
HERMAN,  RONALD 
HIGGINS,  PATRICIA 
HOVDEN,  EDGAR 
HUSO,  FRANCES  L. 
KRIEGER,  E.S. 
KVAMME,  GORDON  E. 
LARKIN,  GERALD 
LESMEISTER,  SYLVINUS 
MARMON,  CLIFFORD 
MCGEE,  IVAN  &  ROBERT 
MCKENZIE  CO  GRAZING 
MEDORA  GRAZING  ASSN 
MILLER,  MELVIN 
MILLER,  VERNON 
MONTE  EGELAND,  RES. 
MORLOCK,  HAROLD 
NELSON,  BERNARD 
NELSON,  LOREN  D. 
SCHMIDT,  TIM 
STAIR,  JOE  M. 
SWANKE,  WILLARD 
THOM,  ROBERT  C. 
THRONSON,  ORVILLE 


10577 

10589 

00624 

10591 

10592 

00593 

10594 

10588 

10639 

10671 

10599 

20644 

20678 

20665 

20665 

20661 

20605 

20665 

20606 

20654 

20609 

10620 

20611 

10675 

10641 

20682 

20615 

20616 

10666 

20647 

10619 

20665 

10621 

10625 

20662 

10627 

10630 

20632 

20633 

10676 

10634 

10642 

20638 

20608 

10640 

20610 

20600 

10693 

20648 

20649 

20677 

10658 


280 

471 

305 

80 

80 

40 

40 

80 

280 

80 

40 

80 

40 

80 

80 

389 

320 

80 

278 

40 

40 

120 

120 

40 

160 

40 

116 

1610 

39 

40 

18 

80 

40 

40 

16 

240 

40 

80 

1155 

558 

640 

440 

1200 

198 

40 

640 

231 

40 

80 

120 

80 

40 


94 

158 

26 

23 
32 
16 
10 
20 
93 
12 
10 
20 
8 
21 
21 
100 
25 
21 
86 
12 

13 

32 
11 

16 

24 

4 

38 

328 

12 

13 

6 

21 

20 

14 

7 

34 

13 

27 

177 

82 

183 

108 

100 

20 

10 

39 

47 

14 

23 

10 

20 

8 


TOTALS 


51 


10815 


2285 


TABLE  3 

PREFERENCE  CHANGE 


Allotment 
Number  Name 


20651 
10631 
10597 
20605 
10657 


Big  Gumbo 
Box  Elder 
Buchholz 
Dragseth 
Fenton 


Change 
AUMs        Acres 


20663         Kid  Creek 


(-)  38 

(+)  155 

(-)  18 

(-)  39 

(+)  129 

(+)  240 


0 

588 

120 

0 

973 

1289 


Reason 


Change  in  class  of  livestock  (Cows  to  Sheep) 

Increase  due  to  land  exchange 

Disposed  of  in  land  exchange 

Reduction  due  to  a  Duck  Unlimited  project 

Increase  due  to  land  exchange  and  leasing 
additional  acres 

Increase  due  to  land  exchange 


TABLE  4 
AMP  ALLOTMENTS 


Allotment   Allotment     Operator  Mgmt.      Status  BLM 

Name        Number  Name         Category     AMP     Acres    AUMs 


Ecological  Condition 

Late      Mid       Early 
Serai     Serai     Serai 


Comments 


Antelope 
Butte  20614      Darrell  Johnson        M  Yes       4366       913 


Big  Gumbo     20651       Larry  Turbiville  M  Yes       8955      1161 


Cedar  Hills     10590      Cody  Johnson  M  Yes       8072     1630 


Cams  20601      Alwin  Carus  M*  Yes       2320       464 


Fenton  10657      George  Fenton         M*       Proposed  3361       437 


Box  Elder        10631       Kelly  Stearns  I*  Pending    1310       347 


Kid  Creek       20663      Gene  Austby  I  Pending    1707       334 


)( 


AMP  operational 
since  late  the  60's 

AMP  operational 
since  late  the  60's 

AMP  operational 
since  late  the  60's 

Joint  BLM/SCS 
AMP/Great  Plains 
Contract  part  of  the 
Big  Horn  Sheep 
Reintroduction  Area 

Big  Horn  Sheep 
Reintroduction  Area 

Riparian  Manage- 
ment Objectives 

Riparian  Manage- 
ment Objectives 


TOTALS  7 


30091      5286 


'Proposed  Classification 


TABLE  5 

RANGE  IMPROVEMENT  PROJECT  SUMMARY 

North  Dakota  Resource  Area 


Allotment 

Improvements 

Units 
CMP 

Date 
CMP 

BLM 
($) 

Cooperator 

Name 

Number 

Number 

Name 

($) 

BIG  GUMBO 

20651 

433940 

THUNDER  PIT  RES. 

1  ea 

1987 

1,600 

BIG  GUMBO 

20651 

433941 

NORTHWEST  PIT  RES. 

1  ea 

1987 

1,600 

KID  CREEK 

20663 

436944 

KID  CREEK  WELL 

1  ea 

1989 

4,000 

BURNT  CR.  UNIT 

P9-A1 

436895 

McKENZIE  GAP  FENCE 

.4  mi 

1991 

400 

400 

FENTON 

10657 

436895 

Mckenzie  gap  fence 

100 

BOX  ELDER 

10631 

436910 

BOXELDER  ALLOT  FENCE 

.5  mi 

1991 

500 

500 

KID  CREEK 

20663 

436945 

KID  CR.  ALLOT  FENCE 

.3  mi 

1991 

300 

300 

CARUS 

20601 

433950 

CARUS  PIPELINE 

.7  mi 

1991 

2,400 

3,124 

CARUS 

20601 

433951 

CARUS  DIV-FENCE 

.8  mi 

1992 

1,100 

1,100 

BOX  ELDER 

10361 

436946 

BOXELDER  PIT  RES. 

1  ea 

1992 

1,700 

KID  CREEK 

20663 

436947 

KID  CR.  PIPELINE 

1.5  mi 

1992 

10,500 

ANTELOPE  BUTTE  20614 

430065 

DEAD  SHEEP  RES. 

maintenance 

384 

ANTELOPE  BUTTE  20614 

430053 

GILLMORE  RES. 

maintenance 

1,524 

BIG  GUMBO 

20651 

436946 

HERBY  RES. 

maintenance 

806 

TOTAL 

$26,814 

$5,424 

Weed  Control  Expenditures 

Year 

Tordon 

($) 

2k  (lbs)     22k  (gal) 

1986 

1,050 

11 

1,197 
774 

1987 

2 

140 

1988 

10 

700 

1989 

—              — 

— 

1990 

11 

803 

1991 

1 

74 

1992 

4  +  1  gal  2,4-D 

331 

Totals 

1 ,050             36 

$4,019 

